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Note 

The Motor Carrier Safety Improvement Act was signed into law on December 9, 1999.  This act 
established a new Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) within the U.S. 
Department of Transportation (DOT), effective January 1, 2000.  Prior to that, the motor carrier 
and highway safety program was administered under the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA). 

The mission of the FMCSA is to improve truck and commercial passenger carrier safety on our 
nation’s highways through information technology, targeted enforcement, research and 
technology, outreach, and partnerships.  The FMCSA manages the Intelligent Transportation 
Systems (ITS) / Commercial Vehicle Operations (CVO) program, a voluntary effort involving 
public and private partnerships that uses information systems, innovative technologies, and 
business practice re-engineering to improve safety, simplify government administrative systems, 
and provide savings to states and motor carriers.  The FMCSA works closely with the FHWA ITS 
Joint Program Office (JPO) to ensure the integration and interoperability of ITS/CVO systems 
with the national ITS program. 

 
Preliminary Issue 

 
It is important to note that this is a preliminary document.  All sections included are complete and 
have been reviewed by JHU/APL, but not by other DOT contractors or state/federal government 
agencies.  The purpose of this issue is to obtain comments and feedback on this document from 
those external organizations before a baseline version is published. 
 
This document is disseminated in the interest of information exchange.  JHU/APL assumes no 
liability for its contents or use thereof.  This report does not constitute a standard, specification, or 
regulation.  JHU/APL does not endorse products or manufacturers.  Trade and manufacturer’s 
names appear in this report only because they are considered essential to the object of this 
document. 
 
Note:  This document and other CVISN-related documentation are available for review and 
downloading by the ITS/CVO community from the JHU/APL CVISN site on the World Wide Web. 
The URL for the CVISN site is: http://www.jhuapl.edu/cvisn/ 

 
Review and comments to this document are welcome.  Please send comments to:  
 

Ms. Sandra B. Salazar 
JHU/APL CVISN Project 
11100 Johns Hopkins Road 
Laurel, MD  20723-6099 

 
Phone:  240-228-7610 
Fax:  240-228-6149 
E-Mail:  sandra.salazar@jhuapl.edu 


